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Curry,  Mercer  describe  Afghanistan  ordeal 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


"Don't  we  have  a 
eood  and  gracious  God? 

If  I  didn't  know  before,  I 
do  now!"  said  D^na 
Curry  March  3  at  First 
Church,  Jackson,  recall¬ 
ing  her  harrowing  days 
as  a  captive  of  the  mur¬ 
derous  Taliban  Muslim 
sect  in  Afghanistan. 

Curry  and  another 
American  aid  worker. 

Heather  Mercer,  were 
held  along  with  German 
citizens  for  several 
months  last  year  by  the 
ruling  Taliban  for  the 
offenses  of  possessing 
Christian  materials  and 
attempting  to  distribute 
the  materials  to  Afghans. 

Curry  described  how 
Taliban  agents  forced 
their  way  into  the  home 
of  Sarah  (not  her  real 
name)  and  discovered  a 

book  about  Jesus.  The  she  realized  she  had  to 

agents  severely  beat  DELIVERED  FROM  EVIL  —  Dayna  Curry  (right)  and  Heather  Mercer  (center)  lis-  make  a  decision  whether 
Sarah  and,  because  of  ten. to  their  introductions  prior  to  speaking  March  3  at  First  Church,  Jackson.  The  to  turn  everything  over 
their  suspicions  about  two  women  were  arrested  and  held  for  months  by  the  Taliban  Muslim  sect  in  to  Jesus  or  try  to  save 
Curry  and  Mercer,  began  Afghanistan  for  the  offense  of  spreading  Christianity.  They  were  eventually  rescued  her  own  life.  She 
to  secretly  follow  the  two  when  Northern  Alliance  troops  overran  Taliban  positions.  Seated  with  Mercer  and  thought  of  the  Scripture 
American  women  wher-  Curry  is  Lee  Thigpen,^inister  of  community  missions  at  First  Church,  Jackson,  passage  that  explains 
ever  they  went.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.)  how  those  who  give  up 

When  the  pair - - —  their  lives  gain  life, 

attempted  to  make  their  way  to  a  clan-  "You're  free!"  she  recalls  one  of  the  while  those  who  stniggle  to  save  them- 
destine  meeting  of  Afghani  women  to  Northern  Alliance  fighters  saying  to  the  selves  will  lose  the  fignt,  ^ 

show  the  Jesus  film,  they  were  arrested  captive  women.  Their  ordeal  was  far  "I  said,  'If  I  live,  I  live  for  you.  If  I  die, 

by  waiting  Taliban  agents,  she  said.  from  over,  however.  I  die  for  you.  You're  the  boss.  I  chose  to 

Curry  said  she  was  subjected  to  Reunited  with  male  Christian  aid  surrender  to  him,  and  he  gave  me  my  life 

intense  interrogation  by  the  Taliban,  workers  who  were  arrested  along  with  back.  Whatever  the  fear,  there's  a  place  of 

"Even  during  the  'interviews,'  I  shared  the  women,  the  group  had  to  wait  until  a  freedom  in  Jesus"  she  declared. 

Jesus,"  she  said.  rescue  mission  could  be  organized  by  "Everyone  in  this  room  has  a  destiny 

Curry  said  her  imprisonment  brought  U.S.  Special  Forces.  with  God.  The  destiny  God  has  for  you, 

her  a  special  intimacy  with  Jesus.  ^In  Under  cover  of  darkness.  Special  only  you  can  fulfill,"  she  said,  even  if  it 

prison,  I  had  lots  of  time  to  speak  and  lis-  Forces  helicopters  swooped  from  the  sky  means  prison  as  it  did  for  her. 
ten,"  she  pointed  out.  and  plucked  the  hostages  from  their  hid-  "Where  people  are  being  put  in  prison 

Then  tW  bombs  began  to  fall.  The  ing  place.  They  didn't  know  until  later  for  Jesus,  the  church  is  growing.  Where 
United  States  and  its  alli^  began  the  war  how  risky  the  operation  had  been  for  the  people  are  willing  to  give  their  lives,  the 
to  rout  the  Taliban  and  Osama  Bin  American  forces  that  brought  them  out,  church  is  growing. 

Laden's  A1  Queda  for  their  roles  in  the  she  said.  "I  hope  some  of  you  will  stand  up  and 

September  11  destruckon  of  the  World  Curry  thanked  the  people  in  the  near-  say,  'Here  am  I,  Lord,  send  me.'  1  believe 
Trade  Center  in  New  York.  ly  full  sanctuary  of  First  Church,  every  individual  has  the  power  to  change 

"The  bombing  was  loud  —  real  loud.  It  Jackson,  for  their  prayer  support  during  the  world  through  Jesus, '  she  said, 
was  frightening,"  she  said.  the  lengthy  ordeal  of  the  Christian  aid  The  appearance  of  Curry  and  Mercer 

As  l^bul  fell  to  the  advancing  forces  of  workers.  in  Jackson  was  sponsored  and  coordinat- 

the  Northern  Alliance,  Curry  Said  she  "People  have  told  us  that  they  awoke  ed  by  the  Singles  Ministry  of  First 

■illed.  Instead,  her  in  the  middle  of  the  night  and  prayed  for  Church,  Jackson.  Approximately  2500 

itermined  to  exact  us,"  she  said.  "What  the  devil  meant  for  people  attended  the  free  presentation, 
lostages  so  they  evil,  God  used  for  good 
icle  and  headed  to  Curry  offered  a  final  ] 
attendees:  "P  — 

ed  in  a  prison  for  available,  C 
?rs  burst  through  through  you 
everal  hours  later,  Mercer  e( 

iance  fighters  and  for  the  "mil 
The  Taliban  posi-  offered  on  th 
so  swiftly  that  the  and  cautiom 
had  time  to  take  most  import; 
n.  "Thank  yc 


she  said. 

•Mercer  said  she  con¬ 
tinues  to  harbor  a  deep 
affection  for  the  people 
of  Afghanistan  ancf  a 
continuing  passion  to 
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bring  them  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Chrfst. 

"I  love  Afghans.  They 
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The  victims  of  victimless  crimes 


Editor's 

Notebook 


TIhere  is  a  class  of  crime  in  this  country 
to  which  we  refer  as  "victimless" 
crimes.  We  like  that  phrase,  because  it 
softens  the  harsh  legal  descriptions  of  the 
crimes  and  makes  us  feel  less  ^ilty. 

At  the  top  of  the  list  of  allegedly  victim¬ 
less  crimes  is  prostitution.  We  hear  the  mes¬ 
sage  all  the  time  throu^  the  news  and 
entertainment  media  (wmch  are  indistin¬ 
guishable  these  days):  One  person  is  willing 
to  pay  for  a  service  —  prostitution  —  and 
another  person  is  willing  to  provide  the  ser¬ 
vice  at  an  mutually-agreeable  price. 

That's  a  business  deal  ana  not  a  crime, 

-  right?  Who  will  ever  know? 

Tell  that  to  the  families  that  have 
been  tom  apart  by  infidelity,  or  to 
tile  innocent  spouse  who  becomes 
infected  with  an  incurable  or  termi¬ 
nal  disease  brought  home  by  the 
dieater.  TeU  that  to  the  starving  chil¬ 
dren  left  home  alone  while  their 
mother  feeds  a  ravenous  crack  habit 
by  selling  her  body  on  the  streets,  or 
to  the  dderly  neidiboihood  resi¬ 
dents  trapped  in  declining  urban 
areas  rife  witii  such  activity. 

No,  victimless  crimes  are  not  vic- 
H.  timless.  Far  from  it. 

I  Running  a  close  second  on  tiie 

list,  especially  for  Christians,  has  to 
be  pornography.  Before  you  become 
indignant  aixiut  that  observation, 
you  should  read  on. 

Jimmy  Draper,  president  of  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC),  told  a  meeting  of  state 
Baptist  newspaper  editors  some  time  ago 
that  the  prayer  Une  at  LifeWay  is  daily  inun¬ 
dated  witii  calls  from  people  pleadmg  for 
prayer  on  their  behalf  as  they  stmggle  with 
an  uncontrollable  attraction  to  pornography. 

More  recently.  Draper  was  quoted  as  say¬ 
ing  that  he  has  come  to  believe  pomc^a- 
phy  is  the  "sin  of  choice"  for  Christians.  One 
can  infer,  based  on  Draper's  observations  as 
the  head  of  one  of  the  SBC's  largest  agen¬ 
cies,  that  he  has  also  seen  his  share  of 
Southern  Baptists  ensnared  by  pornogra¬ 
phy's  allure. 
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The  advent  of  the 
Internet  had  brought 
pornography  out  of  the 
sleazy  pack  rooms  and  into 
the  living  rooms  of 
Christian  homes. 

Consumers  of  pornogra¬ 
phy  no  longer  have  to  slip 
mto  a  dirty  book  store  to 
satisfy  their  desire;  a  few 
clicks  of  the  mouse  will 
bring  the  entire  inventory 
of  such  a  store  before  their 
eyes  in  a  matter  of  seconds. 

The  Baptist  Record  pub¬ 
lished  a  guest  opinion  sever¬ 
al  years  ago  from  a  young 
husband  and  father  —  a 
community  and  church 
leader  —  for  whom  a  secret 
addition  to  pornography  had 
ruined  his  life  ana  driven 
aw^  his  wife  and  femily. 

^en  as  he  sought  to 
clean  up  his  life  and  win 
back  his  family,  Internet 
pornography  continually 
oeckoned  him  back  to  his 
former  lifestyle.  The  out¬ 
come  of  his  perpetual  strug¬ 
gle  will  always  be  in  doubt. 

A  newspaper  article 
recently  reported  the  conviction  of  a 
Mississippi  man  who  molested  teenaged 
girls  while  plying  tiiem  with  marijuana  and 
showing  them  pomoCTaphy  to  ease  their 
inhibitions  about  what  to  was  doing  to  them. 

One  of  the  most  tragic  such  cases,  indi¬ 
cating  tire  ultimate  end  of  TOmography  con¬ 
sumption,  involves  little  Danielle  van  Dam, 
the  seven-year-old  San  Diego,  California, 

firl  abducted  from  her  home  in  early 
ebruary.  Her  body  was  found  three  weeks 
later,  burned  and  decomposing  among 
trash  under  a  clump  of  roadside  trees. 

A  police  search  of  the  home  of  the  prime 
suspect,  van  Dam  neighbor  David 


recently  reported  the  conviction  of  a  In  an  interview  with  Newsweek  maga- 
Mississippi  man  who  molested  teenaged  zine,  San  Diego  Police  Chief  David 
girls  while  plying  tiiem  with  marijuana  and  Bejarano  said,  "I  tjiink  it  is  fair  to  say  that  in 
showing  them  pornography  to  ease  their  these  kinds  of  child  abduction  cases,  child 
inhibitions  about  what  to  was  doing  to  them,  pornography  is  commonly  involved." 

One  of  the  most  tragic  such  cases,  indi-  Is  TOmography  just  another  victimless 
eating  tiie  ultimate  end  of  TOmography  con-  crime?  Danielle's  parents  certainly  don't 
sumption,  involves  little  Danielfe  van  Dam,  think  so.  Neither  do  the  spouses  and  loved 
the  seven-year-old  San  Diego,  California,  ones  and  friends  of  the  thousands  upon 

firl  abducted  from  her  home  in  early  thousands  of  people  who  have  fallen  into 
^ruary.  Her  body  was  found  three  weeks  the  dark  pit  of  pornography  and  can't  —  or 
later,  burned  and  decomposing  among  won't  —  climb  back  out. 
trash  under  a  clump  of  roadside  trees.  Neither  does  God.  For  every  sin  we 

Apolicesearchof  the  home  of  the  prime  carelessly  characterize  as  victimless,  we 
suspect,  van  Dam  neighbor  David  can  be  sure  that  he  has  counted  every  vic- 
Westerfield,  turned  up  child  pornography,  tim.  That  includes  pornography,  for  which 
He  has  since  been  charged  with  the  child’s  we  will  be  accountable  for  every  man, 
abduction  and  murder.  woman,  and  child  destroyed  by  our  lust. 


J  can't  remember  who  said, 
"I'm  Baptist  bom  and 
Baptist  bred,  and  when  1  die  I'll 
be  Baptist  dead,"  but  he 
could've  been  talking  about  me. 

1  can't  remember  a  time  when  1 
wasn't  involved  in  church,  in  a 
communitv  in  southeast 
Alabama  that  was  so  Baptistic 
that  the  schools  would  can  First 
Church  where  1  was  a  member 
to  make  sure  that  their  schedule 
didn't  conflict  with  the  church's. 

1  was  taught  that  missions 
was  the  lifeblo^  of  Baptists,  and 
was  thoroughly  indoctrinated  in 
the  tales  of  Lottie  and  Annie  and 
the  Cooperative  Program  from 
my  Sunbeam  days  on.  When  we 
had  a  missionary  speaker  in 
church,  well,  those  folks  were 
elevated  to  a  mythical  status.  It 
was  as  if  though  heroes  walked 
among  us. 

Ov'er  time,  however,  1  got  too 
sophisticated  for  my  own  good, 
and  missions  became  for  me  just 
another  program  among  others, 
and  irrelevant  to  me  personally. 
It  really  wasn't  until  1  was  out  of. 
seminary  that  my  understand¬ 
ing  and  love  for  missions  was 
rekindled.  I  came  to  see  our  mis¬ 
sionaries  as  folks  who  not  only 
knew  the  cost  of  missions,  but 
often  times  had  paid  it. 


The  Baptist  Record- 


In  My  View: 


Missions,  good  food, 
and  Baptist  heroes 

By  Tony  Martin,  Associate  Editor 


So  it  was  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  that  1  accepted  the  invi¬ 
tation  some  weeks  back  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  On  Missions 
Celebration  in  Lincoln 
Association.  1  spoke  in  five  dif¬ 
ferent  churches:  Moaks  Creek, 
Bogue  Chitto,  Arlington, 
Montgomery,  and  Bethel,  as  did 
almost  thirty  other  missionaries. 

Now  —  talk  about  being  * 
fed!  Every  meal  1  sat  down  to 
was  like  my  last.  Fresh  peas 
and  creamed  corn,  fried  okra, 
cornbread,  greens,  all  sorts  of 
intriguing  casseroles,  and  of 
course,  fried  chicken,  ham, 
that  yummy  seven-layer 
salad.  It  was  decadent.  I  ran 
across  some  bread  pudding 
that  almost  caused  me  to  rend 
my  garment. 

Still,  it  was  a  bit  intimidat¬ 


ing;  here  1  was  with  folks  who 
were  serx  ing  in  Central  Asia 
and  Indonesia,  and  1  was  just  a 
"paper  man,"  as  one  lady 
called  me.  ("I've  never  met  a 
paper  man  before,"  she  said.)  1 
came  fb  realize,  however,  that  I 
didn't  need  to  be  hard  on 
mvself.  We  are  all  "on  mission," 
whether  we  serv'ed  on  foreign 
fields  or  not. 

I  felt  that  1  had  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  connect  with  the  best  of 
the  best  of  Baptist  life.  I  found 
folks  to  be  so  gracious  and 
receptive.  Here,  I  realized,  were 
people  who  understood  the 
importance  of  mission^,  who 
listened  intently  to  the  stories 
they  Heard,  who  were 
enthralled  to  see  how  their  con¬ 
tributions  toward  missions 
were  helping  the  Word  go  to 


places  they'd  never  even  see. 

During  our  lunchtime  meet¬ 
ings,  1  found  myself  caught  up 
in  the  passion  and  drive  of  our 
home  and  foreign  missionaries 
and  was  stirred  oy  the  stories  of 
their  deeds. 

In  a  world  where  the  acco¬ 
lade  "hero"  is  attached  to  folks 
hardlv  worthy  of  the  title,  I  felt 
that  1  was  rubbing  shoulders 
with  real  heroes,  people  who 
had  left  home  and  family, 
drawn  by  a  mystical  urge  to 
carry  the  cause  of  Christ  to 
places  most  of  us  w’ouldn't  dare 
to  visit,  much  less  live. 

I  salute  the  folks  of  Lincoln 
County  —  people  who  are  the 

fiillar  and  ground  of  Baptist 
ife.  There  are  whole  hosts  ot 
people  in  our  convention  like 
them.  If  we  take  time  just  to  lis¬ 
ten  and  obserx'e,  there  are  taie 
saints  among  us.  Saints  whom 
GckI  has  blessed  with  a  tender 
love  for  missions,  who  pray 
ceaselessly,  who  give  sacrifi- 
cially,  ana  who  keep  the  home 
fires  burning. 

As  one  lady  told  me,  "They 
can  mess -with  whatever  else 
they  want  to,  but  they  had  bet¬ 
ter  not  touch  our  missionaries!" 

I  didn't  ask  who  "they"  were, 
but  I  sure  did  hear  her  heart. 
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Former  freedom  fighter  preaching  Christ 


SALT  LAKE 
CITY  (BP)  — 
BtHToming  the  btxly- 
guard  for  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  a  freedom 
fighter  group  would 
probably  not  lead 
the  way  to  Jesus  for 
most  people,  but 
that  is  how  Dan 
Mamatela,  pastor  of 
Millcreek  Cmurch  of 
Salt  Lake  City, 
became  a  Christian. 

Growing  up  in 
St>uth  Africa,  Mama¬ 
tela  attended  church 
and  believed  he  was 
saved.  In  1976,  he 
fled  to  Zambia  as  a 
refu^t*e  then  eventu¬ 
ally  joined  a  training 
camp  in  Angola.  The 
camp  trained  him 
and  many  others  to 
be  freedom  fighters, 
known  by  most  as  a 
terrorist  group. 

He  was  chosen  to 
go  to  East  Germany 
where  he  was 
assigned  as  the  free¬ 
dom  fighter  presi¬ 
dent's  Dodyguard. 
Some  of  his  former 
friends,  jealous  of 
his  position,  framed 
him.  They  told  offi- 


stayed  there  until  it  was  time  to 
go  to  the  United  States. 

When  he  arrived  in  the  U.S., 
he  found  his  sponsors  were 
whicH  they  Christians  who  were  acti\  e  in  a 
small  church.  He  decided  to  go 
with  them.  One  evening  at 
church,  he  heard  a  man  from 
The  guard  Scotland  preach, 

retrieved  his  shoes,  "1  remember  he  was  talking 
and  Mamatela  about  hell.  'There  are  many 
began  putting  them  chances  before  you  cross  over,'" 
on.  As  Mamatela  Mamatela  remembers  the 
was  getting  up,  he  preacher  saying,  "'but  after,  you 
felt  someone  telling  don't  have  any  chances.'  1  gave 
him,  "Don't  run,  my  life  to  Christ  that  nighC' 
just  walk."  He  start-  Mamatela  said  he  was  so 
ed  walking  toward  emotional  he  does  not  remem- 
the  gates,  and  he  ber  walking  down  the  aisle, 
remembered  Lot's  Now,  "1  knew  there  was  a  dif- 
wife  when  she  ference"  in  my  life.  "Fear  had 
turned  around  and  gripped  me  because  1  had 
was  turned  into  a  been  so  close  to  death," 
pillar  of  salt.  So  he  explained  Mamatela. 
did  not  IcHik  back. 

He  greeted  guards 
as  he  walked  and  ^ 

w'ent  right  out-of-the 
gate.  After  walking 
about  UX3  meters,  he  ^  ^ 

tcxik  off  running.  He 
disappeared,  and 
later  found  out  the 
i^ards  did  not  start 
lix>king  for  him  for 

two  hours.  Mamatela  did  not  forget  his 

After  slcH-’ping  in  paimise  to  the  Uxd  back  on  the 
a  culvert  for  tnree  prison  flixir,  but  he  thought  ser\’- 
days,  he  went  to  the  ing  the  Lord  for  him  would  be  to 
American  and  clean  a  church  or  mow  its  yard. 
British  embassies,  "1  was  shy.  1  didn't  know'  how  to 
but  they  turned  him  speak  English,"  he  said.  "1  pur- 
away.  Authorities  sued  engineering  in  Phoenix." 
were  looking  for  One  day  after  taking  part  in 
him  and  saying  he  the  Bible  study,  Experiencing 
i  and  dangerous.  God,  it  became  clear, 
e  went  to  the  United  Mamatela  felt  called  to  preach, 
)r  Refugees.  There,  a  but  he  Wanted  confirmation, 
led  to  take  him  to  a  He  felt  he  was  supposed  to 

1  worked  at  a  prison,  quit  his  job  and  school, 
m  in  and  assigned  him  After  staring  at  a  blank  tele\'i- 
o  hide  him.  For  three  sion,  he  realized  he  was  so 
ey  forgot  alx>ut  him.  depressed.  He  told  Cxxl,  "I  think 
xxiy  was  kx>king  for  you  told  me  to  do  this,  but  1  nt>ed 
lotxxly  knew  1  was  confirmation.  This  evening,  if 
i  Mamatela.  The  High  anybody  asks  me  about  studying 
oner  for  Refugees  the  Bible,  1  will  know." 
ee  st>me  other  men  in  In  1995,  Mamatela  enrolled 
Mamatela  told  her  he  at  Midw'estern  Seminary  in 
hem  as  well.  Kansas  City.  He  eventually 

him  out  of  prison  and  graduated  and  Tnded  up  in  a 
rith  a  Catholic  priest,  small  church  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

I  stav  in  his  nx>m  for  "We  need  Gtxf  to  send  us 
lurch  workers  w’ould  workers.  They  have  to  have  a 
n  for  the  ransom.  He  mission-minded  hKus,"he  said. 


and  talk  privately.  As 
his  friend  was  leav¬ 
ing,  Mamatela  asktxl 
the  guard  to  get  his 
shex's,  1  ■  ■ 

remove  when  pristih- 
ers  have  visitors  st> 
thev  do  not  escape. 
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Youth  ministers  gather 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)—  Some  of  the  Southern  BapHst 
Convention's  most  cutting-edge  pastors  and  youth  leaders  are 
coming  together  for  a  national  conference  that  organizers  hope 
will  spiritually  refresh  youth  ministers  and  meir  siwuses. 
Re:Generation,  a  conference  for  youth  leaders,  will  be  held 
April  8-10  at  The  People's  Church  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  Featua'd 
speakers  include  Doug  Fields,  youth  pastor  at  Saddleback 
CommuniW  Church  and  author  of  The  Purpose  Driven  Youth 
Ministry;  Ed  Young,  senior  pastor  of  Fellowshm  Church  in 
Dallas;  Darren  Whitehead,  youth  pastor  of  The  Pixiple's 
Church;  Evangelist  David  Nasser;  Stuart  Rothberg,  teaching 
pastor  of  Sagemont  Church  in  Houston;  Christian  artist 
Michael  W.  Smith  and  worship  leaders  Delirious?  and  Matt 
Redmon.  "Holding  a  youth  conference  is  not  a  brand  new  idea, 
but  we  wanted  to  create  an  environment  w  here  they  could  he 

rt*sources  to  uo 


A  L  .S.  Si'iiiiti'  committiv  .ippro\i“>  li’gisl,itioii  lifting  <i  W  hite  I  loiise- 
>iipported  ban  i>n  fixleral  funding  ot  tran>plantatiiin  research  using  fetal 
ti''sui'  from  induced  abortions.  Massaihusetts  Senati'r  R'd  Kennedy  and 
the  I  ab»>r  and  1  luinan  Relations  C  onunittee  s^Htnsored  the  bill 


refrt'shed,  share  new  ideas  and  get  practical 
youth  ministry  mori'  efft*cti\’ely,’'  said  Whitehead,  who  i>rga- 
nized  the  conference.  "This  conference  will  present  to  youth 
ministers  a  place  where  they  can  be  refueUxi."  Sponsored  b\ 
The  People’s  Church  and  ixalt.com,  Re:C.eneration  is  the  brain¬ 
child  of  Whitehead.  "1  felt  that  every  youth  pastor  I  met  was 
spiritually  exhausted,  just  realty  feeling  beat  dow  n  in  the  per¬ 
sonal  life,  family  life,  and  working  too  many  hours,'  he  -,.iid 
"We  U  iint  yi>uth  pastoo  ti’  be  fri'e  to  be  who  Caxi  ■,  ivaiod  tb  ii- 
to  bo,"  Re’Cieni'iation  will  al  o  leature  work  b.o.  .  -toel  b\ 
\  oulh  leaders  from  ,i  l•  ■  •  tbi  .  hii  j'  ir  h  ■  g  :  % siooi  l;- 1 
Dauson  McAllister.  Ad  '-oon.d  i''  omi.o'  h-  a^svif  ;!i, 


nibi'r  ■,  h,ii.i‘  ten  •'ed  ‘  • 
1  ,iti\ ("I'minitli  I 


\1  ,  .  I 


Church  comforting  crematory  scam  victims 


NOBLE,  Ga.  (BP)  —  If 
there's  just  one  thing  Charles 
Cornwell  wants  his  congrega¬ 
tion  to  remember  about  the 
dark  cloud  hanging  over  their 
community,  it's  this  —  "God's 
love  shines  brightest  when  situ¬ 
ations  seem  to  be  the  darkest." 


family,  owners  of  Tri-State  The  lesson  that  I  have  learned 
Crematory,  as  well  as  the  people  again  this  week  is  that  in  times 
affected  by  the  alleged  crime.  like  these,  God's  love  can  so 
"This  morning  1  came  to  real-  real  you  can  almost  touch  it. 


SHARING  THOUGHTS  — 
Fbstor  Charles  Cornwell  (sec¬ 
ond  from  left)  of  Center  Point 
Church  shares  his  thoughts  of 
the  past  week  with  members  of 
the  church  pn  Sunday  morning. 
Steve  Gaither  (left),  )ane  Corbin 
(third  from  left),  and  Tracy 
Winjet  are  among  those  asking 
themselves  why  the  Marsh  fam¬ 
ily  betrayed  community  trust  by 
disposing  of  copses  on 
grounds  of  Tri-State  Crematory, 
adjoining  the  church.  (BP 
photo  by  joe  Westbury) 


“  Cornwell  spent  his  Feb.  24 
sermon  reassuring  his  congre¬ 
gation  at  Center  Point  Church 
mat  God's  love  can  overcome 
any  situation,  especially  in 
times  like  these  when  the  world 
seems  to  be  turned  upside 
down,  and  he  called  on  his  con¬ 
gregation  to  continue  to  pray 
For  Ray  Brent  Marsh  and  his 


ize  that  the  cloud  of  darkness 
that  has  loomed  over  our  com¬ 
munity  is  growing  darker  each 
day  but  as  I  came  to  grips  with 
that,  I  also  realized 
that  the  light  that 
shines  through  the 
darkness  is  growing 
brighter  each  day. 

"God  could  nave 
stopped  Sept.  11,  but 
he  oidn’t.  Tie  could 
have  slopped 

February  15,  but  he 
didn't.  We're  not 
going  to  get  over  this 
in  a  month,  and  prob¬ 
ably  not  in  our  life¬ 
time,  but  I  can  tell 
you  one  thing,  and 
that  is  that  our  faith  is 
going  to  be  strength- 
enecT  and  Christ  is 
going  to  be  glorified. 

"nl  be  honest  with 
you,"  he  said  as  he 
alluded  to  the  discov¬ 
ery  of  more  than  300 
bodies  in  the  woods 
adjoining  his  church  —  "Several 
times  this  week  I've  felt  the  pres¬ 
sure  so  great  that  I  tfiought  my 
heart  would  liteicdly  stop. 

"That's  when  I  would  clutch 
the  steerir^  wheel  of  my  car 
and  say  'God,  I  can't  handle 
this  any  more,'  but  at  that  point 


Cornwell  urged  his  congre¬ 
gation  to  search  out  that  love 
and  take  comfort  in  it  because 
God  is  a  god  of  comfort. 

"In  our  crises  we  may  be  dis¬ 
appointed  and  confusM  with 
the  action  of  our  neighbors,  but 
when  we  walk  back  in  the  Bible 
to  Genesis  1:1  where  Moses 
recorded  'In  the  beginning, 
God...'  and  then  walk  throu^ 
the  centuries  from  the  Old  into 
the  New  Testament,  we  see 
story  after  story  of  people  who 
were  living  through  crises  just 
like  we  are. 

"How  woriderful  to  know 
that  the  Bible  shows  us  that  in 
every  crisis,  God  was  there, 
nurturing,  healing,  and 
reminding  those  who  were  suf¬ 
fering  of  his  abundant  love. 
How  wonderful  to  know  that 
out  of  30,(X)0  promises,  GikI  has 
never  broken  one  of  tbem. 

"It's  not  for  me  to  under¬ 
stand  what  is  happening  out¬ 
side  in  that  fi^ld  or  why  it  hap>- 
pened,  but  it  us  up  to  me  — 
and  it  is  up  to  us  —  to  remind 
people  of  God's  love.  Isn't  it 
wonderful  to  know  that  we 
have  been  entrusted  to  offer  the 
world  God's  most  powerful 
message  of  'I  love  you’  and  that 
it  is  found  only  in  Jesus  Christ." 

In  summing  up  the  events  of 


gation  to  searcn  out  that 


to  pray  of  surrender  I  felt  God's  pres-  the  piast  week,  Cornwell  said  he 
and  his  ence  <md  the  burden  was  lifted,  condensed  hours  of  newscasts 


and  pages  of  magazine  and 
newspaper  accounts  into  one 
simple,  concise,  non-judgmen- 
tal  statement  —  "Sin  blinds  us 
and  makes  us  do  dumb  things." 

A  few  miles  away  at 
Oakwood  Church  in 
Chickamauga,  pastor  Darrell 
Henry  calico  his  congregation 
to  a  time  of  special  prayer  for 
the  state  .  troopers,  emergency 
medical  technicians,  deputies, 
and  other  suppiort  workers 
who  are  members  of  the  church 
and  are  shouldering  the  burden 
on  a  daily  basis. 

Henry  asked  Walker  County 
Sheriff  Steve  Wilson  and  his 
family,  who  are  members  of  the 
congregation,  to  come  to  the 
front  of  the  church  where  indi¬ 
viduals  laid  hands  on  them  in  a 
time  of  special  prayer. 

Standing  outside  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  in  the  foyer,  Larty  Houston, 
lead  greeter,  echoeci  the  senti- 
.ments  of  many  in  the  county. 

"I  grew  up  in  the  funeral 
business  and  began  working  in 
a  funeral  home  as  a  teenager, 
but  I  still  don't  understand  how 
something  like  this  can  happen. 

"From  a  strictly  secular 
i>ersp>ective  we  know  that  the 
numan  body  is  worth  only 
about  78  cents  based  on  its 
mineral  content,  but  it's 
worth  the  world  to  the  griev- 
ingfomily,"  he  said. 

^The  body  of  a  deceased  indi¬ 
vidual  should  always  be  treated 
with  respect  and  dignity,"  he 
p<^ted  out 


Mississippiah  elected  Annuity  Bd.  vice-chairman 


DALLAS  (BP)  -  William  T.  "Dale" 
Patterson,  a  member  of  First  Church, 
Jackson,  and  senior  vice-president  for 
Prudential  Financial,  Inc.,  in  Jackson,  was 
elected  February  25  to  serve  as  vice-chair¬ 
man  of  the  Annuity  Board  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

Patterson  is  also  a  former  deacon  chair¬ 
man  at  First  Church,  Jackson.  He  will  serve 
with  George  Tous  van  Nijkerk  of  North 
Carolina,  who  was  chosen  tor  a  third  one- 
year  term  as  chairman. 

In  other  business,  key  improvements  to 
programs  for  retired  Southern  Baptist 
ministers  were  approved  Iw  trustees  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention's 
Annuity  Board  during  their  Feb.  25-26 
meeting  in  Dallas. 

President  O.S.  Hawkins  told  trustees,  "In 
a  year  marked  by  attacks  on  America,  a 
financial  recession  and  world  crises,  the 
Annuity  Board  remained  faithful  in  its 
vision  to  honor  God  and  assist  our  partici- 
p>ants  in  enhancing  their  financial  security." 

After  hearing  a  special  report  and  rec¬ 
ommendations  from  their  relief  committee, 
trustees  affirmed  revisions  to  the  guidelines 
for  the  Supplemental  Assistance  and  Adopt 
An  Annuitant  pnigrams.  The  programs  will 
be  combined  into  a  single  minisl^  and  the 
eligibility  guidelines  will  be  mtkiified  to 
allow  more  retirees  to  qualify  for  benefits. 

Additionally,  many  '  Adopt  An 
Annuitant  recipients  now  will  Qualify  for 
more  than  twice  the  benefit  they  nave  Been 
receiving.  While  in  the  past  donors  have 
been  asKed  to  give  at  specific  levels,  the 
new  program  will  encourage  donors  to 
contriDute  at  any  level. 

Chief  Opt'rating  Officer  John  R.  Jones 
re\  iewiH.!  the  \  e.ir  2(X)1  from  an  ojx'rations 


perspective.  "While  financial  markets  con-  through  the  board's  relief  program  to 
tinued  to  disappoint  investors,  the  Annuity  needy  retired  ministers  and  their  widowed 
Board  successfully  implemented  programs  spouses.  The  amount  received  from  the 
during  the  year  mat  will  benefit  its  (lartici-  ^uthem  Baptist  Convention  Cooperative 
plants  m  the  years  ahead,"  he  said.  Prc^ram  ana  spiecial  designations  totaled 

Of  piarticular  note  was  the  creation  of  a  $1.4  million.  The  entire  Cooperative 
family  of  no-load  mutual  funds  to  allow  F*n>gram  allocation  for  the  Aimuity  Board 
eligible  investors  to  invest  in  IRAs  and  also  ancT  special  designations  is  spent  m  relief 
set  up  Personal  Investment  Accounts,  ministry  wifiiout  any  expense  applied.  'The 
AddihonaUy,  a  new  business  system  was  board's  Retired  Ministers'  Supmrt  Fund 
implemented  to  provide  a  more  robust  supplenents  the  convention  allocation.  A 
platform  tor  internal  operations.  significant  number  of  persons  on  relief 

Chief  Financial  Officer  Jeffrey  P.  receive  no  regular  retirement  armuity 
Billinger  reperted  total  assets  were  $7.1  bil-  because  their  churches  never  enrolled  them 
lion  at  Dec.  31,  2001,  compared  to  $7.7  bil-  in  the  Church  Annuity  Plan, 
lion  at  Dec.  31,  2000.  Almough,  financial  Trustees  adopted  a  respxxise  to  a  motion 
markets  were  down  for  the  year,  assets  referred  from  the  Southern  Baptist 
rebounded  nicely  in  the  fourth  Quarter  dri-  Convention  (SBC)  meeting  in  New  Orleans 
ven  by  net  income  of  $452.5  million.  last  June.  The  motion  asked  that  a  study  be 

Billinger  told  trustees,  "This  marks  the  conducted  to  determine  the  feasibility  of 
first  time  net  income  has  been  piositive  for  forming  a  group  that  would  enable  smaller 
three  consecutive  months  since  the  fourth  SBC  churcnes  to  participate  in  the  group 
quarter  of  1999."  He  also  noted  that  cash  insurance  plan  offered  mrough  the  board 
gifts  to  the  board's  endowment  program  without  afrectirre  local  churdi  autonomy, 
set  a  new  record  at  $4.04  million.  .  The  board  afnnned  the  spirit  of  die  mes- 

Benefit  payments  and  withdrawals  •  in  senger's  motion,  but  because  SBC  pwlity 
2(K)1  totaled  $461  million.  At  year's  end,  does  not  allow  the  Southern  Baptist 
there  were  29,461  participants/beneficia-  Convention  to  mandate  action  of  SBC 
lies  receiving  funded  benefit  payments  churches,  adequate  p>articip>ation  lequire- 
from  the  board.  Participants  or  beneficia-  ments  could  not  be  met  to  form  a  single 
lies  receiving  fixed  annuities  of  five  years  group  for  all  SBC  churches.  In  the  spirit  of 
or  longer  received  a  five  piercent  increase  in  tne  request,  new  guidelines  have  been 
their  benefit  as  of  Jan.  I,  2(K)1.  developied  that  will  allow  smaller  churches 

The  Church  Annuity  Plan  had  52,362  (less  than  10  employees)  in  the  same  geo- 

G'rsons  from  23,458  churches  in  active  graphical  area  to  form  a  group  under  the 
lling  status  Dec.  31,  and  another  38,931  Annuity  Board's  EmpSoyer  Security 
institutional  and  entity  employees  had  Program.  Infcmatiofi  amd  gaidefines  con- 
active  retirement  accounts.  Participant  con-  cerning  this  program  are  available  by  con¬ 
tributions  of  $3.58  million  represented  a  tacting  the  btvird,  TTh*  full  text  of  the  offi- 
se\  eivpercent  increase  over  2(XK1.  cfal  n'sponse  to  the  motion  will  bt'  printed 

A  total  of  $5,217,655  was  distributed  in  the  2(X)2  SBC  lkH>k  of  Reixirts. 


group  for  all  SBC  churdi.  In  the  spirit  of 
tne  request,  new  guidelines  have  been 
developed  that  will  allow  smaller  churches 
(less  than  10  employees)  in  the  same  geo¬ 
graphical  area  to  form  a  group  under  the 
Annuity  Board's  EmpMoyer  Security 
Pro^am.  Infcmation  and  gaidefines  con¬ 
cerning  this  program  are  available  by  con¬ 
tacting  the  bivinl.  The  full  text  of  the  offi¬ 
cial  ix'spionse  to  the  motion  will  bt'  printed 
in  the  2(X)2  SBC  B*H»k  of  Reports. 
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Moral  Indiscretion 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


New  feature 
to  debut  on 
LifeWay  site 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
A  weekly,  three-minute  video. 
Pastor's  Partner,  is  a  new 
online  feature  provided  by  the 
church  resources  division  of 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources 
of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  at 

WWW.  I  i  feway.com . 

Each  week  Gene  Mims, 
president  of  the  division  and  a 
veteran  pastor,  speaks  about 
critical  issues  that  pastors  face. 
"We  want  to  be  the  champion 
for  our  pastors,"  Mims  said. 
"Our  hope  is  that  this  new 
video  series  will  provide  help 
and  support  to  them." 

Pastor's  Partner  currently 
features  a  series  in  whicn 
Mims  shares  from  his  book. 
The  7  Churches  Not.  In  the 
Book  of  Revelation,  published 
by  Broadman  &  Holman. 

Previously  recorded  videos 
are  archived  on  the  Web  site.  In 
addition  to  offering  the  video, 
the  church  resources  division 
invites  pastors  to  sign  up  for  a 
new  free  e-newsletter  at: 
http://www.  I  ifeway.com/ 
includes/register.asp. 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 


Southeastern  Bus  Co 
Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet. 
Van  Winkle  and  steeples. 

Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Toll  Free 

1-800-821-7263 


ministers  and  self  CROUPS  FOR  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY 

health  packages  in  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas 
1-3482.. (with  tickets,  lodging,  recreation,  and 
Life  &  meals),  see  www.kellersresort.com  or 
call  (479)253-8418. 

custom  CENTREVILLE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  is 

church  wirKlows,  reworkirtg  and  repair  seeking  a  full-time  minister  of  educa- 
-  Columbus/lackson  (877)  477-1899.  tion  and  youth.  MRE  degree  required 
PEARL  RIVER  CLASS  STUDIO,  INC,  and  some  experience  preferred. 
(800)  771-3639;  www.prgs.coin.  New  Church  has  new  education  facilities, 
stairted  glass  church  windows,  repair  family  life  center,  and  provides  excel - 


Health  Ins.  Group. 


Available 


ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  FOR  weekday  Hwy.  27,  Vicksburg,  MS  391 80;  or  fax 
Approximately  180  to  (601 )  636-7574. 

Please  forward  resume  and  FLOWOOD  BAPTIST  CHURCH  is 

■  ;  P  part-time  youth  minister. 

302  West  lackson  Street,  Please  s^d  resume  to  1649  Old  Fannin 
,  MS  39157.  Road,  Flowood,  MS  39232,  ATTN: 

CAMY  CHAPEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Mt.  Personnel  Department. 

Pleasant,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  bi-vocational  MID-SIZED  CHURCH  seeking  part-time 
youth  minister.  Send  resume  to:  Youth  minister  of  music  at  Steep  Hollow  Baptist 
Minister  Search  Committee,  Carey  Chapel  Church,  Poplarville,  Miss.  2  Sunday  morn- 
Baptist  (Shurch,  1 70  Carey  Chapel  Road,  ing  services  plus  Wednesday  night  ser- 
Red  Banks,  MS  38661.  vices.  Please  call  (601)  795-4638  or  fax 

CHURCH  AVERAGING  100  in  Sunday  resume  to  (601)  795-4696. 

School  seeks  full-time  minister  of  SEEKING  PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER, 
music  and  youth  or  bi-vocational  min-  Send  resume  to  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
ister  of  music.  Please  send  resume  to  P.O.  Box  2278,  ftiscagoula,  MS  39569, 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  2878  Old  ATTN:  Chairman,  Search  Committee. 


arxl  restoration,  b^istery  murals.  lent  benefits  and  salary  package.  Send 
FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  CROS-  resumes  to  Centreville  Baptist  Church, 
SETT,  AML,  is  seeking  a  fulMime  chil-  P.O.  Box  326,  Centreville,  AL  35042. 
dren's  minisler.  Resumes  may  be  sent  to  BALLWIN  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in  West 
701  Main  Street  CrossetLAR  71635^  Saint  Louis  County,  25  miles  from 
ST.  LOUIS  SBC  CONVENTION  -  downtown,  seeking  full-time  associate 
choice  downtown  hotels,  more  afford-  of  music.  Ministry  will  irtclude  addi- 


ministry  program 
children, 

salary  requirements  to:  Assistant  Director  seeking 
Position,  302  West  lackson  Street,  F! - 


Are  your  seniors  tired  of 
crawling  over  the 
HUMP?  The  sokrtion  » 
a  i^oaseenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised  roof 


Adrian  Rogers,  David  leremiah.  Squire  CUSTOM  STAINED  CLASS  windows 
l^rsotK,  Babbie  Mason,  and  more,  for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
(601 )  835-0467  for  brochures.  Glassworks,  IrK.  (800)  605-2970. 


March?,  2002 


The  Baptist  Record 


Just  for  the  Record 


Former  minis¬ 
ter  dies  at  73 

Fflmuml  W'hittifUl 
)r.,  7i.  (Ik*(I  hcl).  27  in 
(iiiltport.  Funeral  servir  es 
v\erf  held  March  1  at  First 
(  hurch,  C'iult|)ort.  and  grave- 
sirle  st*rvice  in  AlH*rde<*n.  Fk’ 
served  as  ihi*  chief  ol  chap¬ 
lains  at  the  Veterans 
Administration  Medical 
Center,  Biloxi  and  Gultprrt  lor 
2  i  years,  until  his  retirement 
in  May  19%.  F^e  scfvc*d  as 
interim  pastor  tor  numercius 
Baptist  and  Protestant  church¬ 
es  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf 
Crrast,  Some  of  thc*se  churches 
included  Commission  Road, 
Bel  Aire,  Gulfport  Heiglits, 
Cowan  Road,  First  Christian 
Church  of  Gulfport,  and  First 
Church,  Lyman. 

Holmes  is  survived  by  his 
wife  of  50  years,  Betty 
Beckham  Flolmes  of  Gulfport; 
sons,  E.  Whit  Holmes, 
DeRidder,  La.;  David  Holme's, 
Brandon;  Mark  Holmes, 
Sherman,  Texas;  and  Steve 
Holmes,  Atlanta,  Ga.;  and  six 
grandchildren. 

Mt'morials  may  be  made  to 
First  Baptist  (Church,  Gulfport, 
Home  Missions,  P.  O.  Box  70, 
Gulfport  MS  .19502. 


A  youth  rally  will  lx*  hc>ld  at 
CleaiA'  Church,  Florence,  -on 
March  9  jt  7  p.m.  jtm  Gillis  will 
be  speakine  and  l.ance 
Ik’aumont  will  lead  thie  praise 
and  worship.  For  additional 
information,  contact  Hrich 
Stafford  at  (601)  S45-2020. 

A  reception  in  honor  of  the 
retirement  of  pastor  Bobby 
Douglas  w  ill  be  held  at  First 
Church,  Columbus,  March  9, 
from  5-8  p.m. 

Concord  Church,  Noxubee 
Association,  held  ground  break¬ 
ing  sers'ices  on  jan.  20  for  a  fami¬ 
ly  life  center  and  eight  Sunday 
^hool  nKMTis.  Pictured  (from  left, 
standing  by  shovel)  are  CFtarles 


F.  Maples,  pastor;  Ciene  CTNeal, 
chairman  of  building  and 
gn>und;  and  Tommie  Kt>bbins, 
chainruin  i>f  trustees. 

Over  250  women  from  .15 
state's  and  the  Caribbean  partic¬ 
ipated  in  the  fifth  annual 
Training  Fffective  G'adership 
(  TEL)  cimference  Feb.  7-10  in 
Talladega,  Ala.  TEI.  was  spon- 
se>red  by  Woman's  Missionary 
Union,  SBC,  and  held  at  Shtxco 
Springs  Conference  Center,  an 
Alabama  Baptist  facility. 
Mississippi  Missions  Educators 
who  attended  the  TEI.  confer¬ 
ence  (pictured  from 'right  to 
left,  bottom  row)  are  Gustavo 
Salazar,  Janet  Green,  Ann 
Stone,  Pat  Ingram;  (top  row') 


L 


TEL  conference  participants 


Yolanda  Salazar,  Tammy  Kathy  Burns,  Paula  Srtnith,  and 
Anderson,  Melleen  Moore,  Robin  Keels. 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put  their 
faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive  insurance 
services  including  property,  general,  and  specific  liability, 
vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized  for 
your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 


For  references  and  more 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 
601-353-2400  or  1-800-442-0290. 


Ground  breaking  service  at  Concord  Church,  Noxubee  Assn. 


MBeadiilSaildeQi! 

Join  IK  in  Ok  Joiimn  lo  M IM! 


Hurry,  space  is  still  available  for 
the  Senior  Adult  Convention. 

Registration  begins  Sunday  afternoon]  April  14, 
and  continues  throughout  Monday.  The  ^ 

opening  session  includes  concert  pianists 
Nielson  and  Young;  a  2.SOO  voice  senior  — 

adult  choir;  Bob  Burroughs.  Music  j 

Worship  leader;  and  a  concluding  mes-  I  vv  i 

sage  by  Esther  Burroughs.  The  music  S  E  N  I  O 
will  also  include  a  Gospel  Reunion 


Joy  in  the 

SENIOR  ADULT 


Concert  on  Tuesday  night,  and  to  close  Wednesday 
^  night,  the  premier  of  the  Joy  in  the  Journey  musical. 

Other  speakers  include:  Dr.  Bruce  Wilkinson, 
author  of  The  Prayer  ofjabez:  Dr.  Paul  Carlisle, 
^  co-author  of  Strength  for  the  Journey;  T.  W. 

l  Junt,  author  of  Mind  of  Christ  and 
Disciple’s  Prayer  Li/e;  and  Dr.  Gene  Mims. 
j  President  of  Life  Way  t^urch 

1  U  h  I  Resources  and  author  of  Thine  is  the 
CONVENTION  Kingdom. 


For  information  and  registration,  call  Life  Way  Church  Resources’  Event  Registration  at  I '800-254-2022  or  fax.  615-251-5730. 
For  information  concerning  sightseeing  tours,  available  at  an  additional  charge,  call  510-264-8258  or  fax.  510-264-7740. 


‘T 

LifeWav. 


Tur:  Baptist  Rkcord 


March  7, 2(X)2 


Mcitthcw  10:27  NAS 


I)|  \|)|  l\l  \IM{II  I 


mission.il  ICS 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what  you  hear  whispered  in  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


March  7,  2002 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services, 


2002  State  Young  Musicians*  Camps 


For  children  who  have  finished  4-6  grades 


GULFSHORE  BAPTIST  ASSEMBLY 
JUNE  21-25 

Guest  Conductor:  John  Langworthy 

Minister  of  Music,  Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church,  Clinton 


Cost  $141 .50  per  person 


BLUE  MOUNTAIN  COLLEGE 
JULY  22-26 

Guest  Conductor:  Lois  Ann  Roberts 
Associate,  Children's  Music,  First  Baptist  Church,  Orlando 


Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat 

Kosdusko 

April  20,  2002  Cost:  $4 

9  a.m.-2  p.m.  Bring  a  sack  lunch. 

(Drink  «rill  be  provided.) 


Cost  $100  per  person 


For  more  info,  call  Men’s  Ministry  Department, 
1(800)748-1651  or  in  Jackson,  (601)292-3335. 


Growing  Churches  Through  Discipleship 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  •  July  25-27  _ 


•  Teaching  and  training  for  the  whole  family, 
preschool,  children,  youth  and  adults 

•  Hear  Speakers  ’  Tournament  winners 

•  See  demonstration  Bible  drill 

•  Recreational  activities  include:  ^ 

•  Beachfront  swimming 

•  Fishing  •  Sand  play  •  Tennis  courts 

•  Olympic-sized  swimming  pool 

•  The  beautiful  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 
surrounding  the  assembly  grounds 


Hitler  Faith  Quartet 

leading  Friday  evening 
worship 


Featured  Presenters: 
Bill  Hardin  &  Dill  Clark 


Mississippi  churches  and  families  can  make 
reservations  NOW  by  calling  Frank  Simmons 
at  1-228-452-7261.  (Visa  and  MasterCard  are 
accepted  for  deposits.) 


For  more  info,  calldie  Church  Administration  -  Pastoral  Ministries  Depaitment 
at  1  (800)748- 165 1  or  in  Jackson.  (601  )292-3305, 
or  E-mail  kmcdonnell@mbcb.org 


Gulfshore  Baptist  Assonbly 

Pass  Christian 


For  info  about  program,  call  Don  Hicks  at 
(601)292-3287  in  Jackson,  or  1(800)748-1651 


S  rvi  I  SIMOR  \l)l  11  I  I  \l)l  RSIIIP  I  \H 

I  "Rciicfiiiij^  luul  !  )  ).mii;^ir  Seniors"  I 


FBC,  Vicksburg,  601-636-2493 
^  Tiiesday,  April  30,  2002 
9  a.m.-4  p.m. 

$5  payable  at  registration 

.  .  .  -I  ■  Cliff  Harris 

Cliff  Harris,  Christian  Action  Commission,  Dallas,  Tex. 
Music:  Becky  Brown,  Utica,  Miss. 


9:00  a.m.  Registration 

9:30  ajn.  Session  I . Glenn  Shows,  MBCB 

Music . Becky  Brown 

“Combining  Younger  Seniors  In  Ministry” . Cliff  Harris 

10:30  a.m.  Break . . . .2 . Refreshments  provided  by 

Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 

11:00  a.m.  Session  II 

Music . Becky  Brown 

_ _  Mission  Ideas . Toni  Wimberely,  NOBTS,  New  Orleans 

“How  to  Minister  to  Younger  Seniors” . Cliff  Harris 

12:00  p.m.  Lunch . Lunch  is  on  your  own. 

1:30  pjn.  Session  m 

Disco  Duck . Charles  Martindale 

Minister  with  Senior  Adults,  FBC,  West  Monroe,  La. 

Resources  for  Younger  Seniors . Glenn  Shows,  MBCB 

2:30  p  jn.  Session  IV 

Music . Becky  Brown 

“Christian  Ethics  on  Death”  . Cliff  Harris,  Dallas 

3:30  p.m.  -  Adjourn  ■" 


Witnessing 


12:00  p.m. 

1:30  pjn. 


2:30  pjn. 


•  DISPLAYS  •  BOOKSTORE  •  HANDOUTS 

For  more  info  contact: 

Glenn  Shows,  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry,  (601)292-3373  or  1(800)748-1651 


Through  Media 


Creative  Production  •  Led  by  Don  Warren  and  Lynn  Bullock 

Creating  spots,  outrea^  videos,  devotional  thoughts.  promotion,  budget 
presentations  and  others  for  the  local  church. 

How  Did  They  Do  That?  •  Led  by  Don  Warren  and  Lynn  Bullock 

(one  hour  session  for  everyone) 

Examples  will  be  shown.  Share  your  samples.. .bring  m  VMS  format. 

The  Mlnietry  of  Media  and  What’S  New  •  Led  by  Chip  Turner 

Participants  will  explore  illustrations  of  how  local  church  can  use  various 
forms  of  media  to  minister  to  their  communities  for  Christ  as  well  as  equip 
and  edify  believers.  Discover  the  new  technology  that's  out  there...DBD,  High 
Detinibon  Television,  D9,  other  digital  formats  phis  editing  linear  and 
nonlinear. 

How  to  Get  Started  on  the  Web  -  Led  by  J.C.  HoweH 

Internet  beginners  can  see  what  you  need  to  know  about  getting  on  line  and 
publishing  a  church  Web  page. 

Advanced  Web  Site  Design  -  Led  by  J.C.  Howell 

Participants  who  have  a  bask  knowledge  of  Web  site  design  and  want  to 
take  your  church  Web  page  to  the  next  level. 

“Nuts  and  Bolte”  of  Camera  Operation  •  Led  by  Don  Warren  and 
Lynn  Bullock 

Participants  will  walk  through  the  bask  camera  operations  such  as  framing, 
functions  and  camera  directions. 

Sound  Advice  •  Led  by  Tony  Brooks 

Participants  will  receive  audio  tips  and  production  techniques  for  the  sound 
operator  (house  and  broadcast).  Question  and  answer  format  for  those 
involved  in  working  with  sound  in  a  local  church  television  ministry. 


May  3-4,  2002 

Colonial  Heights  BC.  Jackson 


Formore  information,  call  Ian  Rkha/daon,  Communication  Setvicea, 
1(800)748-1651  or  in  Jackson,  (601)292-3290,  or  E-mail:  irichardsonOmbcb.org 


Drama 

•  Acting  (beginners  and  advanced) 

•  Directing  (beginners  and  advanced) 

•  Illusions 

•  (^heweography 

•  Technical  Support 

•  Clowning  (beginners  and  advanced) 

•  Leading  a  Clown  Troupe 

•  Balloon  Sculpting 

•  Clowning  Skills 


Christ idti  Per 

Arts  I'estivdl 

Xpril  T  6.  JfXfJ 

<  (innlrv  \\<kuIs  luifilisi  (  hin\  h.  Im  A’so// 

(  r  ^  •  nn  fmti's  i  '■>••111  \iiin  t's  lit  Hi  I  ■ 

Sititn  tlti\  iiful  nn  !  t  tlihlt-  st-mnun  \  i 


CONFERENCES 


Puppets 

•  Puppetry  (beginners  and  advanced) 

•  Leading  a  Puppet  Team  (beginners  and 
advant^) 

Church  Recreation 

•  Fun  and  Games 

•  New  Ideas 

•  Creative  and  Fun  Classes  in  the  Areas 
Socials,  Senior  Adults,  Children  and 
General  Recreation 


Special  Guest: 
Wesley  Brainard 


Youth  Ministry 

•  Training  Youth  to  be  Leaders  '  ^ 

•  Training  for  Youth  Mission  Tripis 

•  Spring  Training... Tips  for  Building  Better 
Players  and  Stronger  Teams 

led  by  Gary  Fermenter 

For  more  information,  pleaaa  ctmtact  the 
Mlaalaalppi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
Department 

(601)968-3800  or  1(800)748-1651 


5  u  r  <  It 

$UMNa 


Super  Summer  2002 
July  15-19 

Mississippi  College 

For  more  Info  contact: 

Harvey  Ellis.  Dlsclpleshlp  and  Family  Ministry 
(601)292-3286  or  1 -(800)748- 1651 


Witnessing  Through 
MEDIA  Awards 

Sponsored  by  the  Mississippi  Baptists  in  Broadcasting  organization,  the 
2002  Witnessing  Through  Media  Awards  program  has  been  created 
to  recognize  radio  and  video  productions  which  demonstrate  excellence 
in  message  design  and  production  in  helping  to  bring  Mississippi  and 
the  world  to  Jesus.  If  your  church  is  involved  in  a  radio  or  video  pro¬ 
duction  in  the  following  time  frame  (March  1,  2001  -  March  1,  2002), 
why  not  think  of  entering  this  year’s  awards  program.  “I 
encourage  you  to  join  with  other  Mississippi  churches 
in  sharing  ideas  through  media  by  participating 
in  this  year’s  awards  program,”  says  Ian 
Richardson,  director.  Communication 
Services.  Contact  his  office  for  an  entry  , 
form  or  additional  information.  I 

Entry  deadline  is  March  22, 2002. 

For  more  information,  call  Ian  Richardson,  Communication  Services, 
1(800)748-1651  or  in  Jackson,  (601)292-3290,  or  E-mail:  irlchardson@mbcb.org 


PAR 


April  8-9,  2002 

Garoywci,  (  Union 


Mi00i00ippi  Baptimt 
Beeretariem  Conference 


Disciplhshii 

Resource 

Showcase 


Plao—  eentaet  Kay  JiePgftwII  y  you  harm  not  rwemhwd  your  brodwra  in  tSf  mafl. 

Church  Admmistrdtion-PasUxal  Ministrifs  Department  •  Call  1(800)748-1651  or  in  jackson, 
(601)292-3305  or  E-mail  kmcdonnellCmbcb.org 


NORTH  MISSISSIPPI  WOMEN'S 
CELEBRATION  2  0  0  2 


North  Mississippi  Women ’s  Celebration  2002  is  created  specifically  for  women  who  cannot 
stay  overnight  at  a  retreat,  but  need  the  inspiration,  motivation  and  information  of  taking 

others  "under  their  wings.” 

Sjuimfa^MarcIi  9, 8:30  ajn.  -  3  p.in. 

Sbyden  Baptict  Chwch,  Lamar,  Mbs. 

(located  on  Hwy  72  between  Memphis  and  Corinth) 

Clift:  $8  per  person  _ 

Contact  Kathy  Bums  or  Nancy  Mason,  WMU,  for  info: 

Call  1(800)748-1651  or  in  Jackson,  (601)292-3316,  or 
E-mail,  Kbums@mbcb.org  or  Nmason@mbcb.org 


6:30-9: 1. s  i’..M, 


One  "Voice  in  Concert,  March  10 


hirst  'bdptist  Church.  7  p. 


ir  I  Hm  1 1 '  li  1 1 1 1  *  .1  Mil  I  .ml  1 1  \  M  m  I  1 1  \ 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Discipleship  and  Family 
Ministry  Department:  (601)968-3800  or  1(800)748-1651. 


Reach  For 
The  Right 
Tool 


BVANGBLISM  TOOLS  TOUR 


“The  Net” 
Don  Lum 
MBCB 


“FAITH’' 

A  Life  Way 
Representative 

Share  Jesus  Without  Fear”  “GROW” 

Marcus  Peagler  and  John  Clendinning 

Don  Hicks.  MBCB  MBCa,. 


Learn  about  the  different  Outreach 
Tools  that  are  available  for  your  church! 


April  22 

Longview  Hd^tsBC 
Olive  Branch 


April  23 
First  BC 
Starkvifle 


April  25 
Main  Street  BC 
Hattiesburg 


All  conferences  are  from  7-9  p.m. 
and  will  feature  Round  Robin  sessions  covering: 


Target  Audience: 

Church  Leadership:  pastors,  associate  pastors,  ministers 
of  education,  Sunday  School  directors,  Discipleship 
Training  directors,  outreach  and  evangelism  directors 


Association  Leadership:  associational  missions  directors, 
evangelism  directors,  Sunday  School  directors,  Discipleship 
Training  directors 


For  more  Information,  contact 
John  Clendinning,  Sunday  School  Department 
Phone;  1(800)748-1651  or  (601)968-3800  In  Jackson 
E-mail:  Jclendlnnlng^  mbcb.org 


Mnrch  8-21^  2002 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


"“^hen  Life  knocks  ^ou  to  ^our  knees-WeU,  that's  the 
best  ffosition  from  Which  to  l>ra^.  isn't  it?" 

“^thel  ‘^barr^more 

For:  (1)  Mission  Service 
Corps'  Planning  Update 
Meeting,  Central  Hills 
(MM);  (2)  For  Cod's 
wisdom  for  Bill  Breunie, 
church  planter  strate¬ 
gist  assigned  to  north¬ 
ern  California  and  his 
wife,  Annette,  as  they 
seek  to  plant  churches. 

Pray  for  the  translation 
of  the  "Experiencing 
Cod"  stuoy  in  SH 

Lanka.  The  first  two 
translators  died.  A  new 
translator,  a  typist,  and 
an  overseer  of  th^ro- 
ject  have  begun.  Please 
pray  for  them  as  they 
step  into  the  middle  of 
the  project. 

Calvary  Baptist  Church 
is  an  International 

Baptist  consreution  in 
Bangkok,  TnaiMnd, 
transiticMing  fiom  one 
pastor  to  another.  Pray 
for  the  new  pastor  and 
his  wife  as  tmy  learn 
the  language  so  they 
can  effectively  share  the 
message  of  )esus. 

Israeli  Jews,  numbering 
5.2  million,  are  a 
unique  pe<mle  group 
from  over  100  coun¬ 
tries.  As  to  thflir  spiritu¬ 
al  state,  oOly  a  tiny 
minority  has  rfceived 
Jesus  as  Messiah.  Please 
pray  for  the  evan«liza- 
tfdn  of  the  Israeli  Jews. 

Pray  for  N.,  the  lay 
leader  of  a  new  church 
start  in  ChHesti, 

Romania.  The  work 
began  strong  last  sum¬ 
mer,  but  ancouirtered 
some  difficulties  during 
the  fell  and  winter.  Pray 
for  N's  renewed  vision 
and  passion  for  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Chitesti. 

Pray  for  the  leadership 
development  within  the 
churches  of  Uruguay, 
through  the  Seminary 
and  School  of  Missions. 
Pray  for  an  awakening 
among  Clirhiua  leaders  | 
to  the  need  to  start  new  , 
works  to  reach  their  1.3 
million  people. 

Pray  that  the  ladies  who 
attend  a  women's  Bible 
study  in  Santo  Domingo,  | 
Dominican  Republic, 
will  cleachr  undarstand 
'  the  truthnn  G^'s 
t  Word.  Praf  fdf  | 

,  Dominican  leaders  L, 

M.  and  S.,  and  mission¬ 
aries  Peggy^Siebenmann 
and  Chita  Drinkard. 

•  I 

Fon  (1)  Keyboard 
Workshop,  Baptist 

1  Buildup  Jackson  (CM) 

(2)  PraSe  Cod  for  the 
many  tiqj|ingecnters 
being  c^miaied  across 
China  Iw  fnrqgjAered 
church  leaders.  Pray  for 
safety  and  boldness  as 
Cod's  Word  is  taught. 

1 

Praise  Cod  for  the 
translation  of  the  Bible 
into  the  Turkana  lan¬ 
guage.  A  dedication  was 
nelo  in  Lidui|ir)i  Kenya. 
Pray  tha^iwwill  use 
His  Worq  to’tovch 
Turkana  with  the  light 
of  the  gospel. 

For  (1)  Substance  Abuse 
(CAC  Emphasis);  (2) 
Please  continue  praying 
for  the  believers  to  not 
lose  hc^-in  God's  wo- 
vision  fordieir  needs  in 
Malawi  dirinf  the  time 
of  hunger.  Pray  that 
many  will  be  able  to 
testify  to  Cod's  faithful¬ 
ness. 

'  For:  (1)  Discipleship 
Showcase,  Trinity  BC, 
Southaven  (D&FM);  (2) 
Join  the  missionaries 
serving  amoogH^ 

Maasai  of  Edu  Africa,  in 
giving  thanht  to  Cod  for 
rain. 

For  (1)  Church  Facilities 
&  Furnishings  Workshop, 
Byram  (CAPM);  (2) 
Discipleship  Showcase, 
Clinton  (D&FMJ;  (3) 

The  supeiftitloui 

Pogoro  of  Tanzaiiia 
think  ancestors  control 
your  circumstances. 

[  Pray  that  they  will  com- 

1  prenend  that  Cod  does. 

Ron  and  Shirl^ 

Custman,  MSC  mission¬ 
aries  in  student  work, 
have  served  1 6  years  as 
BSU  wQiktrs  aithe  i 

Univ.  of  Denver^  Col., 
and  are  fhe  itpIVBSU 
workers  tfiere.  my  for 
other  volunteers  and  for 
good  health  for  Ron  and 
Shirley. 

For:  (1)  Discipleship  i 

Showcase,  Brookhaven 
(D&FM);  (2)  Young 
.  Pastors'  Retreat,  Lake  i 

1  Tiak  O'KIMfef  j^hville 
'  (CAPM)r  (3yrPi%  today 
for  Primf'Miniwer 
Mohammed 

Channouchi  of  Tunisia 
(northern  Africa).  j 

1 

I 

I 

i 


HOMECOMING  SET 

Editor; 

First  Church  of  Lucedale  will 
celebrate  its  l(X)th  anniversary 
on  April  6-7.  The  homecominj:’ 
committee'  is  seeking  help  in 
Uxating  many  former  staff  and 
members  who  should  be  invit- 
t'd  to  attend  that  day.  Please 
contact  Vivian  Fryfogle  at  (601) 
947-4081  with  names  and 
addresses. 

The  committee  is  also  seek¬ 
ing  names  of  former  members 
who  went  into  career 
Christian  ministry.  Couples 
who  were  married  in  First 
Church  are  bein^  asked  to 
submit  a  wedding  photo- 
raph  to  be  displayed  at  the 
omecoming  and  returned 
after  April  8. 

For  more  information,  the 
church  can  be  contacted  at  (601) 
947-3226. 

Joyce  Dorset! 

Lucedale 


Not  knowing  Street  per¬ 
sonally,  1  must  believe  that 
she  is  a  good  person,  well- 
educated,  a  skilled  communi- 
(tator,  and  a  student  of  the 
Bible  —  |but  I  have  trouble 
understanding  how  she  can 
be  qualified  biblically  to  be 
ordained  as  pastor  "since  1 
Tim.  3:2  says  a  pastor  must  be 
“the  husband  of  one  wife." 

Street's  husband,  who  is 
the  new  coordinator  for  the 
Mississippi  Cooperative 
Baptist  Fellowship  move¬ 
ment,  was  quoted  as  saying 
he  believes  some  in  our  state 
want  to  block  his  wife's  min¬ 
istry.  I  am  not  one  of  those. 
Why  should  1?  God  blocked 
her  ministry  as  an  ordained 
pastor  when  he  inspired  Paul 
to  write  to  Timothy  2000 
years  ^o. 

Jim  Butler,  pastor 

Trinity  Church,  Southaven 

LET'S  GET  HONEST 


"Husband  of  one  wife"  is 
totally  ambiguous  and  simply 
will  hot  support  theological 
dogmatism.  Stagg  notes,  "in 
truth  we  do  not  know  to  what 
it  is  addressed...  neither  the 
grammar  nor  the  context 
removes  the  ambiguity.  The 
whole  question  of  ordination 
is  unclear  in  the  New 
Testament."  May  1  suggest 
Gal.  3:28? 

The  same  attitude  in  an  ear¬ 
lier  era  used  equally  question¬ 
able  texts  to  justify  slavery. 
Let's  get  honest  —  most 

fireachers  want  to  bar  women 
rom  preaching  because  of 
their  own  prejudices  and  will 
grasp  at  any  "prooftext"  avail¬ 
able  to  shield  themselves. 

Southern  Baptists  can  find 
in  the  Bible  considerably 
more  justification  for  permit¬ 
ting  slavery  than  for  prohibit¬ 
ing  women  from  preaching. 
Charles  Moulder 
Hattiesburg 


Also,  the  book,  "Baptist 
Creeds,  Confessions,  And 
Catechisms"  which  gives 
numerous  examples  of  such 
required  statements  of  faith. 
The  church  I  am  blessed  to 
astor,  in  seeking  to  be  a  more 
ibiical,  historic  Southern 
Baptist  church,  adopted  "The 
Abstract  Of  Principles"  of 
Southern  Seminary  as  our 
own  church  confession  of 
faith. 

1  praise  God  for  jerry 
Rankin's  letter  to 

International  Mission  Board 
missionaries,  as  much  as  I  did 
for  A1  Mohler's  requirement 
for  the  faculty  of  Southern 
-Seminary  to  sign  and  suberibe 
to  the  seminary's  confessional 
statement. 

Soli  Deo  Gloria! 

Sammy  Bums,  pastor 
Cedar  Bluff  Church 
Cedar  Bluff 


CLOUDING  THE  ISSUE 


MINISTRY  BLOCKED 

Editor: 

One  of  the  wonderful  free¬ 
doms  we  have  as  Southern 
Baptists  is  the  autonomy  of  the 
ItKal  church.  I  "believe 
Rivercrest  Fellowship  has  the 
right  to  call  a  woman  pastor. 

However,  the  autonomy  of 
the  local  church  cuts  both 
ways.  While  they  are  free  to 
orclain  a  woman  as  pastor, 
Mississippi  Baptists  anef  Metro 
Asstxriation  are  also  free  to  not 
have  fellowship  with  them  as  a 
result  of  their  action. 

If  a  church  chooses  to  take 
steps  that  are  not  consistent 
with  basic  Southern  Baptist 
beliefs,  why  would  they  wish 
to  be  called  Southern  Baptist? 

Maybe  the  question  is,  "Are 
thev  truly  Soutnem  Baptist?" 

fn  The  Clarion-Ledger  arti¬ 
cle,  several  people  stated  that 
Carla  Street  is  a  "gixKl  preach¬ 
er,"  "a  good  pastor,"  ana  "well- 
educated  for  the  job." 

A  Rivercrest  member  said 
she  doesn't  believe  "Scripture 
condemns  female  ministers." 


Editor 

When  are  some  Southern 
Baptists  going  to  advance  past 
the  Stone  Age? 

Generally,  no  group  in  the 
history  of  tne  world  has  expe¬ 
rienced  cruel  and  mindless 
discrimination  more  than 
women.  To  a  large  extent,  this 
attitude  is  still  alive  and  well 
in  many  Baptist  pulpits  based 
on  a  single  shopworn  and 
ambiguous  phrase,  "husband 
of  one  wife.^' 

Frank  Stagg  and  his  wife 
Evelyn,  in  their  highly  informa¬ 
tive  volume.  Women  in  the 
World  of  Jesus,  totally  demolish 
the  Humphreys  Association 
Pastors  Conference's  dogmatic 
interpretation  which  eliminates 
from  the  ministry  Paul,  John 
the  Baptist,  and  any  other 
unmarried  person  (letter  to  the 
editor,  February  7).  Since  Paul 
clearly  preferred  that  all 
unmarriea  persons  remain  sin¬ 
gle  —  1  Cor.  7:25-28  —  it  is  evi¬ 
dent,  based  on  the  Humphreys 
position,  that  preachers  would 
nave  become  extinct  almost 
2,(XK)  years  ago. 


BAPTISTS  ARE  CREEDAL 

Editor: 

In  regard  to  your  editorial 
in  the  Feb.  21  issue,  I  must  dis¬ 
agree  with  your  statements 
that,  "Baptists  have  been 
adamantly  opposed  to 
creedalism,  virtually  since  the 
beginnings  of  our  faith,"  and, 
"It’s  safe  to  say  that  anti- 
creedalism  is  a  benchmark  of 
Baptist  faith." 

1  would  humbly  encourage 
you  to  do  more  research  on  this 
subject,  and  I  believe  that  you 
will  find  that,  quite  the  oppo¬ 
site,  Baptists  began  as  a 
"creedar  (or  confessional) 
people. 

rtease  refer  to  the  Baptist 
Confession  of  Faith  of  1689 
(Second  London  Confession), 
the  "creed"  of  the  English 
Baptists,  who  were  the  forbears 
of  Southern  Baptists,  and  also 
the  book,  "A  History  Of 
Mississippi  Baptists,"  which 
gives  several  examples  of 
"creedal"  confessions  of  faith 
from  the  first  churches  and 
associations  in  our  state. 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medicare 
Supplement  or  Prescription  Drugs?  If  yes^  Call  Today! 

□  Disability  Medicare  Supplement 

Under  age  65  . . .  Nevy  Low  Rates! 

Drug  Card! 

□  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over.  Low  Rates! 

Drug  card! 

□  Major  Medical  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room, 

Intensive  Care,  Surgery. 

Drug  card  available. 

□  Mortgage  Family  Protection 

Plan  offers:  full  pay  off  of  your  mortgage 
should  you  die.  Return  of  all  premiums  paid 
should  you  live  until  the  end  of  the  term! 


Call  today  for  free  information: 

.  E.F.  Hutton 
Insurance 
Marketing 

PO  Box  5127 
.  Brandon,  MS  39047 

call  toll-free: 

1-800-880-2305 


Agents  needed. 

For  complete  details  on  all  plans 
including  limitations  and 
exclusions  call  today. 

Not  connected  with  any 
_ federal  program. _ 


March  7, 2002 
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Editor:  _ 

I  disagree  with  the  empha¬ 
sis  given  in  the  editorial  on 
February  21  about  the 
International  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  asking  its  employees  to 
agree  to  abide  by  tne  Baptist 
Faith  and  Message  2000 
(BFM). 

Asking  employees  (whose 
training,  salaries,  support, 
and  travel  comes  from 
Southern  Baptists)  to  teach 
and  preach  in  a  manner  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  is  a 
good  idea. 

What  if  a  missionary  for  the 
SBC  taught  Mormonism?  We 
would  of  course  fire  them 
immediately. 

So  if  it  is  okay  to  expect 
them  to  teach  and  preach 
within  acceptable  parameters, 
then  we  must  have  an  accept¬ 
able  standard. 

The  BFM  2000  has  been 
approved  for  use  by  the  SBC. 
Jerry  Rankin  is  simply  making 
sure  the  employees  agree  to 
teach  according  to  these  com¬ 
monly  held  SBC  beliefs. 

Those  (including  Editor 
Perkins)  who  link  this  request 
to  creedalism  are  clouding  the 
issue. 

No  one  in  the  SBC  has  asked 
these  IMft  employees  to  adhere 
to  a  creed  in  order  to  join  SBC 
churches. 

In  fact,  their  membership  in 
whatever  SBC  churches  they 
chose  to  join  is  strictly  between 
them  and  those  local  churches. 

It  is  one  thing  to  expect 
employees  to  follow  the  stan¬ 
dards  of  the  employer.  It  is  a 
totally  different  thing  to  require 
acceptance  of  a  creed  to  become 
a  Baptist. 

Trying  to  link  the  two  dif¬ 
ferent  expectations  sounds 
like  a  subterfuge. 

Calling  something  you 
don't  like  by  the  name  of 
something  that  no  one  likes 
does  not  change  the  nature  of 
the  first. 

Ralph  Henson,  pastor 

Arrowotxl  Church 

Meridian 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 

Unsigned  leders  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  (orm  letters 
will  be  used. 

Ejch  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  numiier 
for  verification.  In  special  inst€inces, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
requi'st  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem- 
iter.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  corresfxtndence  is 
subjectjpr^iting. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effer  t. 


The  Baptist  Record 
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i-teeis  thioi^ 
des  ^>e(»l  seniian 


L. 


tf(m)S47-5no.()i 


Mcabcr  NASD,  SIPC 


for  morr  oompMp  wifantutian  jboul  bond  iMun. 
oliuin  a  panpectiH  which  dncribn  aU  of  dw 
parhcularr  of  dir  undertaking.  Read  il  carchiKv 
befuet  you  ■neh  or  tend  money.  AM  bondt  are 
ufcred  al  (aor  oahir.  tubjea  io  auaiUbdity. 


■MtM,AB7MU-lJM  hsWl-SlMll* 


rvaae  aend  me  infonnation  on  the  First 
tkirrsy  Ouch  Bonds  currently  bein^  offered  ^ 
Oeat  Nation  ImesCment  Cory. 


The  Baptist  College  ol  Health  Sceences.  located  at  ICXB 
Moreoe  in  Menphis.  Tenn..  is  hosting  an  open  house  fc>r 
ptospectiw  shkIms  on  Satuedsf.  Match  16  at  10  a-nv 
For  mose  irionnaiioa  call  us  toH-tnee  at  l-6Ci6-57^BCHS 
or  visit  www.bchs«lu. 


^BAFTlSi: 


June  CiM¥Br.  Mil.  Mifizfins  in^  nwiio.  Fnm  rlie  ifm  wi  nm  Imb  ||irK  missis^ 
kiM  bonkirdn!  is  iboit  wkit  liie  iiieii  womoi  skovk!  b  Mb.  Vet  ike  BorliTs  of  riie 
fdeol  Bomoe  oid  Got^s  vBb  of  tiie  womon  of  wonk  aim!  idsiiom  ib  imo  vny  dlfbunr  tkiij;s.  And 
Tkofs  wkot  Belevee's  Ylinois  Woriai  ConfeiMitta  April  1 9- 20,  is  oil  oboot.  Wkeikec  yn'ie  • 
Ben  Of  0  SNioror  oiyiikeB  ii  kemeeiir  join  is  br  o  BfBsklij,  ipllfriis  nBskind  tkoi  [usi  moy 
BriiffiB  yoir  i6o  of  ike  hbol  momon — ir  Belbee's  Virieoes  Womon  ConbBiB. 


FamilyNet  affiliates  enthusiastic  about  TruthQuest 


NASHVILLE,  Tom.  (BP)  — 
Network  affiliates  that  carry  ptD- 
enunming  from  FamilyNet  ^ve 
ffieir  thumbs-up  support  to  the 
IhilhQuesfc  Caulbrnia  team  after 
the  12  teenage  partidpants  were 
introduced  at  a  National 


people,"  said  Darin  Ctarvis,  direc¬ 
tor  of-  sales  and  tra^  for 
FamilyNet  Television,  a  broad¬ 
cast  division  of  the  North 
American  Mission  Board,  "but 
what  really  exdted  them  was 


First  Church,  Jackson,  and  a 
senior  at  Jackson  Acad^y,  is  a 
member  of  the  TruthQuest  team. 

"Their  testimonies  really 
capped  off  the  whole  nighv 
Davis  noted.  Nearly  300  people 
turned  out  for  me  Feb.  17 


American  Mission  Board,  "but  -  turned  out  for  the  Feb.  17 
what  really  exdted  them  was  dessert  reception  at  Opiyiand 
when  each  young  person  spoke  Hotel  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and 
about  what  they  expected  to  MD-  many  represented  television 
pen  spiritually  dunr^  the  trip.'*  stations  and  radio  stations  that 
Katie  Royals,  a  member  of  carry  FamilyNet  programs. 


"We  have  heard  from  several 
affiliates  who  believe  this  is  the 
type  of  program  that  will  pull 
kids  away  ftrom  MTV,"  Davis 
said.  "Th^  are  really  exdted 
about  havuig  a  television  pro¬ 
gram  that  «iows  the  cool  side 
of  being  a  Christian  teenager. 

"They  were  kind  of  pumped 
that  this  side  of  Christian  teens 
was  finally  being  shown,"  he 
pointed  out. 


\ 

\ 

MEETING  AFFILIATES  — 
Katie  Royals  (left)  of  Jackson, 
Miss.,  and  Melissa  Deming, 
(center)  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  lis¬ 
ten  as  a  FamilyNet  guest  makes 
a  point  during  a  desert  feUow- 
ship  at  the  O^land  Hotel.  (BP 
ph^o  by  Jim  veneman) 

Homecoming 

inyiktt  your  indication  of  inincst  to; 


EAINUPTO: 


io% 


Tlieir  bamdt  may  be  pfaoed  in  a  mM^dmected  IRA. 
Traniim  and  roMovers  acxvpOcd,  in  ohmO  caae*. 


Interest  Payable  Qnaiteriy 

Ihit  rnmotMiogntnl  ia  nadrer  an  otter  to  retl 
nor  a  aodemabon  at  an  after  to  buy.  AD  often 
jnr  mailr  by  propectuo  only. 


SSOB-ABeU  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 


OiaB  Famly;  Jamnir 


and  JoAnn  Rule 


Xtouous  Waiian  Ccxifereiioe 
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B  \PTIST  COLLLGL  XCWS 


The  Office  of  Cbnluiaiiig  Blae  Mountain  College 
Education  at  Mississippi  will  host  the  sixth  annual 
College  is  offerine  a  course  to  alumnae  benefit  banquet  on 
assist  individuals,  who  are  March  26.  An  added  feature  ^ 
preparing  to  take  the  this  year's  entertainment  is  an 
Graduate  Managjment  actual  auction,  which  will 

Admission  Test  (CMAi^.  The  offer  many  varied  collectible 
one-day  course  which  offers  and  several  choice  antique.  A 
eight  instructional  hours  of  silent  auction  will  begm  at  6  and  Sheree  Corkem.  First  run- 
review  will  be  held  April  6,  p-m.  with  dinner  to  follow,  ner-up  was  Alice  S^ord  of 
from  8  a.m.-5  p.m.  The  fee  for  Tickets  for  the  $50-per-plate  Seminary;  second  nmner-up 
the  review  is  $125.  The  regis-  dinner  are  on  sale  now.  .  All 
tration  deadline  for  the  course  proceeds  will  benefit  the 
is  March  29.  Preregistration  is  Mevens  Dorm  Project.  For 
required.  For  additional  infor-  more  information,  or  to  order 
mation,  call  Carole  Moore  at  tickets,  contact  Carla  Benson 
(601 )  925-3265.  at  (662)  685-4771,  ext.  131 . 


City  Lights,  the  Miss  Wcis  Lori  Todd  of  Oxford;  and 
Mississippi  College  pageant  April  Kelly  of  Soudiaven,  was 
was  held  Feb.  21.  Leslie  third  runner-up.  Sanford  is  the 
Corkem,  of  Jackson,  was  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary 
crowned  Miss  Mississippi  Sanrord.  Todd  is  the  daughter 
College  2002  by  Allison  IQte,  of  Randy  and  Soiwa  Rodgers 
of  Columbus,  Miss  MC  2(X)1.  and  Mark  Todd.  Kelly  is  the 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Richard  daughter  of  Alvan  and  Amye 

'  Kelly.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 

Sanford,  Corkem,  Kite,  Todd, 
and  Kelly. 


Pdahatchie 
Church  to 
celebrate  150 


Pelahatchie  Church, 
Rankin  Association,  will  cele¬ 
brate  its  150th  anniversary  on 
June  2,  with  services  b^in- 
ning  at  10  a.m.,  followetf  by 
lunch  and  afternoon  activities. 
The  church  will  also  break 
ground  to  begin  a  building 
project  for  the  construction  of 
a  new  sanctuary,  educational 
and  office  building,  and  the 
enlargement  and  renovation  of 
fellowship  hall.  Steven  L. 
Mayes  is  pastor.  For  further 
information,  contact  the 
church  office  at  (601)  854- 
8809,  or  write  to  P.  O.  Box 
355,  Pblahatchie,  MS  39145. 


Sanford,  Corkem,  Kite,  Todd,  and  Kelly 


previously  served  at  Northport 
Church,  Northport,  Ala.,  and 
Roseland  Park  Church, 
Picayune;  Adams,  a  resident  of 
Hattiesburg,  also  a  graduate  of 
NOBTS,  previously  served  at 
Shifalo  Church,  Kiln;  First 
Church,  Arabi,  La.;  and  38th 
Avenue,  Hattiesburg.  Leland 
Hogan  is  pastor.  Pictured  (frran 
left)  are  Adams,  lAfiight,  and 
Skipper. 


McDoweU,  evaiw|riist  and  dialk 
talk  artist;  David  Stiebeck,  pastor. 

Escatawpa,  Escatawpa: 

March  10-13;  Sunday,  10:50  a.m., 
dinner  on  the  grounds,  and  6 


Look  at  the 
big  picture. 


Carterville  Church,  Petal, 
has  recendy  called  several  new 
staff  memoers.  They  are  Ben 
Skipper;  minister  to  students; 
James  T.  Wri^t,  minister  of 
education;  and  Ginger  S. 
Adams,  part-time  director  of 
children's  ministries.  Skipper,  a 
native  of  Shuqualak,  is  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Mississippi  State 
University  and  currently 
enrolled  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary  (NOBTS);  Wright,  a 
native  of  Laurel,  is  a  graduate 
of  the  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  ana  NOBTS.  He 


Adams,  Wright,  and  Skipper 


Is  your  church  community  <3ging?  Do 
members  of  your  congregotion  hove 
speclol  tronspoitotion  needs?  Coll  us,  we 
hove  the  solutions  you  ore  looking  for.... 

800-367-9463  IsJ  te 


tccfii  I*  ikt  WtrN  Sitci  Itll 


churchcsofmississippi.com 


M\r<  h  7,  2(H)2 


I  ■'  \',v 


Family  Bible  Study 

Being  productive 

John  15:1-17 


dard  of  love  is  found  in  verse 
13:  "Greater  love  has  no  one 
than  this,  that  one  lay  down  his 
life  for  his  friends." 

Jesus  identified  them  as 
friends!  What  a  wonderful 
thought  and  fact  —  Jesus  Christ 
considers  me  his  friend!  He 
shared  with  the  eleven  every¬ 
thing  that  the  i  Father  had 
revealed  to  him.  He  will  do  the 
same  with  us  tixlay. 

Jesus  puts  a  great  emphasis 
on  loving  each  other.  Twice  in 
this  short  passage  he  gives  this 
as  a  command.  Do  you  suppose 
he  was  trying  to  make  the  point 
that  during  the  events  of  the 
next  several  days  they  would 
need  each  other  more  than 
ev'er? 

The  how-to  of  loving  others 
goes  back  to  John  14.  where 
Jesus  teaches  us  about  knowing 
and  believing  God.  Loving  God 
first  is  always  prerequisite 
before  we  can  love  others. 

How  is  your  love  relation¬ 
ship  with  God?' 

Gunn  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Biloxi. 


When  Jesus  savs,  ask  God  to  remind  us  through- 
"Abide  in  Me"  Oolin  out  our  day  to  yield  to  him. 
15:4),  he  means  to  live  in  Our  seeking  his  face  instead 
his  presence,  to  take  up  of  his  hand,  our  dav-long  devcv 
residence,  to  put  down  tional  life,  our  abiding  are  first 
rixits,  to  make  our  souls  steps  toward  allowing  God  to 
home  in  him.  change  us  any  way  he  wants  to! 

It  may  seem  impossi-  There  is  no  way  to  separate 
ble  to  live  continually  in  abiding  and  fruit-bearing  We 
Gixl's  prinience,  but  Gixi  am  told  in  Galatians  that  Gtxl's 
has  made  this  possible  Spirit,  who  abides  in  us,  pro- 
by  the  indwelling  of  his  duces  the  fruit  of  love,  joy. 
Holy  Spirit.  The  seca't  of  this  peace,  patience,  kindness, 
life  IS  found  in  John  15:5:  "I  am  gixxiness,  faithfulness,  ^entle- 
the  Vine,  vou  are  the  branches,  ness,  and  self-control.  This  fruit 
He  who  atides  in  me,  and  1  in  is  the  result  of  an  abiding  life, 
him,  he  it  is  that  bears  much  Jesus  says  that  much  fruit  glori- 
fruit,  for  apart  from  me  you  can  fies  the  Father.  This  has  to  be 
do  nothing."  our  ultimate  goal  —  to  glorify 

We  must  believe  Jesus  when  the  Father, 
he  savs  that  we  can  do  nothing  The  purpose  for  Jesus  shar- 
worthwhile  ap^rt  from  him.  ing  these  things  with  his  disci- 
Our  human  tendency  is  to  pies  is  that  the  jov  he  has  will 
think  that,  in  response  to  tx*  their  joy  also.  f4e  yearns  for 
Christ's  mercv  and  love  to  us,  us  to  experience  the  same  joy 
we  nc'ed  to  do  everything  we  he  has  —  that  of  knowing  he 
can  for  him.  had  kept  his  Father's  com- 

Jesus  dwsn't  want  us  to  do  mandments. 
things  for  him!  He  wants  to  do  Having  said  that,  he  admon- 
things  through  us.  One  of  the  ishes  us  to  love  each  other  — 
secrets  to  abiding  in  Christ  is  to  just  as  he  loves  us!  Jesus'  stan- 


By  Sandra  Gunn 


The  eight  days  that  changed 
the  world  are  rushing  toward  a 
climax.  The  disciple  gaiup  is 
now  reduced  to  eleven.  Jesus  is 
sharing  with  them  from  his 
very  heart,  and  yet  they  still 
cannot  fully  undeh;tand. 

The  next  momentous  disclo¬ 
sure  could  have  been  made 
while  Jesus  and  the  eleven  were 
walking.  He  stated  that  he  is 
the  true  vine,  that  his  Father  is 
the  vinedresser,  and  indicates 
we  are  the  branches. 

It  is  mind-boggling  to  think 
that  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of 
God,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel, 
wants  to  have  a  personal  rela¬ 
tionship  with  vou  and  me! 
How  else  can  a  branch  be  con¬ 
nected  to  the  vine  if  not  in  the 
most  personal  way? 


Gunn 


Explore  the  Bible 

Know  God  better 

Ephesians  1:15-23 


By  Robin  Brumfield 


Brumfield 
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Rev.  A  Mrs.  Ben  Carlisle 
Ms.  Mary  Lou  Causey 
Lcoora  Barlow 
Jack  A  Annie  Lee  Cliuichwell 
Mr.  &  Mn.  Guy  Barton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Raiford  G.  Crews 
Addle  Y.  Beard 
Concord  Baptist  (Tiuich 
Robert  Bent 

Lee  A  Marshalene  Gillespie 
Mary  Katherine  Stanton 
Broadfoot 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  Price  Toler 
Mrs.  Lucy  Fraley  Brown 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gas  Evans 
Edna  Bruton 
Mr.  Ted  R.  Bruton 
Katie  Burnside 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  F.  Sigrest 
Mrs.  Linnie  Burton 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  D-an  Stringer 
Mr.  Billye  Butler 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Raiford  G.  Crews 
Mrs.  Susie  Butler 
Ms.  Maggie  L.  Mahalfey 
Steve  Byrd 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  S  S  CriKker 
Cindi  Campbell 
The  Robert  Brixiks  Family 
Mac  Bell  Carpenter 
Mr  A  Mrs.  George  F.  Sigrest 
Mrs.  Irene  Carraway 
Siloam  Baptist  (Tiurch 
Jane  laiyman  Carter 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ricky  Fain 
Mrs.  Emma  M.  Case 
Mr  A  Mrs  Roy  V.  Cloud 
Katherine  M.  Chapman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W  W.  Watson 
The  Glady  s  Gaston  Family 
Mike  Chester 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  (ieorge  F.  Sigresi 
Kelsi  Cook 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Donald  K  Robbins 
Mrs.  Geri  Cook 
Mr  A  Mrs.  J.  D.  Cruise 
Mrs.  Olga  Cooke 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hayes  BransciHivc 
Mrs.  I.ady  Corhan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cuitis  A.  Buchanan 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Cruise  Crabtree 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  D  Cruise 
Catherine  Crocker 
Lou  .Ann  Hopkins 
Rk-ky  Crow 

.Mrs.  Kathleen  Crow  Seltlcmirc 
Billy  Cruise 
vir  A  Mrs  J.  D.  Cruise 
Mrs.  Velma  A  Mr.  l.kiyd  Cruise 
Mr.  A  Mrs  .•.  D.  Cruise 
Hazk  Gamer  Culpepper 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  I.aney  A  Berry 
Mrs.  Doris  Young  Culver 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Johnny  M.  Fox 
Mrs  Anna  Holden 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Hiram  B  Slanford 
Herman.  Law  anna  A  Mcaghan 
Mrs.  Evely  n  Darby 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wayne  Box 
Jack  A  Doris  Darden 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Jeffrey  .S.  Davin 
Neddk  Davis 
Ms.  Jean  CtK'krell 
Mr.  Gkn  Deweese 
Mrs.  Peggy  M  Tingk 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memoiy 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  ailcKated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

Mrs.  Franca  Kea 
Gkaners  SSC.  FBC-Magee 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Earl  Kelly 
Cindy  H,  Shackleford-Merrill 
Lynch 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Leo  Landry,  Jr. 

Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Merrill 
Lynch 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Landry 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Merrill 
Ly  nch 

Mrs.  Jane  Spivey  Lawler 

Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Merrill 
Lynch 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  W.  laiwreiKe 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Merrill 
Lynch 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Mercer  Lee,  III 

Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Merrill 
Lynch 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Lipscomb 
Cindy  H.  Shackkford-Merrill 
l.ynch 

Donna  A  Nikki  Lnper 
Allie  A  Darlene  Nations 
Wanda  A  Keith  Lott  A  Family 
Ms.  Cecelia  M  Bnsicr 
Gorton  l.utken 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Merrill 
Lynch 

Poleat  Lulken 
Cindy  H  Shackleford-Merrill 
Lynch 

sir.  A  Mrs.  Floyd  Lynk 
Cindy  H  Shackleford-Merrill 
Lynch 

Mrs.  Martha  N.  Mahry 
Cindy  H  Shacklelord-Merrill 
l.ynch 

Florence  Madden 
Mrs.  Willie  Rulh  Hopkins 
.Anna  Grace  Martin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fxidic  Ttiuchstonc 
Callk  E.  Martin 
Mr  A  Mrs.  F.iklic  Tixichstonc 
F'.lizabelh  L.  Martin 
Mr  A  Mrs  FdJic  Touchstone 
Marjorie  L.  Martin 
Mr.  A  .Mrs.  F.ddic  Touchstone 
Patrkia  D.  Martin 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Fxklie  Touchstone 
Reagan  B.  Martin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Eddie  Touchstone 
Mrs.  Vista  M.  Martin 
Cindy  H.  Shacklcford-Mcrnll 
Lynch 

Dave  Matson 
Mr.  Chip  Oswalt 
Jack  Matson 
Mr.  CTiip  Oswalt 
Jesska  Matson 
Mr.  Chip  Oswalt 


Mr.  Glyn  Hester 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mark  H.  Craig 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Ed  Hill 
Cindy  H.  Shacklcford-Memll 
Lynch  "" 

Mrs.  Mary  K.  Hill 
Miss  Beatrice  Brownlee 
Mrs.  Martha  W.  Hogue 
Cindy  H.  Shacklcford-Memll 
Lynch 

Guy  A  Fairiinr  Hopkins 
Mrs.  Willie  Rulh  Hopkins 
Mrs.  Rulh  W.  Hopkins 
Mrs.  Polly  McIntosh 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  Horton 
Cindy  H.  Shacklcford-Memll 
Lynch 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wilbur  Howk 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford -Merrill 
Lynch 

sir.  A  Mrs.  Herbert  Huddleston. 

Cindy  H.  Shacklcford-Mcrrill 
Lynch 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Huff 

Cindy  H.  Shacklcford-Mcrrill 
Lynch 

Rev.  A  Mrs.  Lowell  Ingram  A 
Family 

Mr.  Chip  Osw  alt 
Rev.  Jeff  Ingram 
Mr  Chip  Oswali 
Freon  Jacksrrn 

Fidelis  SSC.  FBC-(irecnwiH)d 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  E.  Jarvis 
Hank.  Sally.  Clay  A  .Marshal 
Poison 

Mr.  Steven  Jeffreys 
Your  Maison  Weiss  F'umily 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Jenkins 
Mr  A  Mrs.  C  M  Mitchell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Smith  Jenkins  - 
Cindy  H.  Shacklcford-Memll 
Lynch 

Mrs.  Ereida  Jenkins 
Cindy  H.  ShackIcford-McmIl 
Lynch 

Mrs.  Bess  Johnson 
Cindy  H.  Shacklcford-Memll 
Lynch 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  C.  laiwell  Jones,  Jr 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Merrill 
Lynch 

Mrs.  Franca  W.  Keathky 
Cindy  H.  Shackleford-Merrill 
Lynch 


Speakers  explore  'Life  Beyond  Seminary' 
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LIFE  BEYOND  SEMINARY 
—  Tim  Searcy  (left),  NOBTS 
associate  professor  of  Christian 
education,  and  his  wife  Brenda 
(center)  share  a  moment  with 
Kerry  Anthony  during  a  recep¬ 
tion  honoring  those  who  are 
currently  or  have  been 
involved  in  missions.  The 
Searcys  previously  served  as 
missionaries  in  Colombia, 
South  America.  The  reception, 
sponsored  by  the  International 
Mission  Board  and  the 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi 
Baptist  conventions,  was  held 
during  the  seminary's  Life 
Beyond  Seminary  emphasis 
Feb.  19-21.  (BP  photo  by 
Shannon  Baker) 


church  moves  to  missions  outreach 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  found:  They  were  missing  their  part  in  was 
Southwestern  Seminary  students  caught  a  fulfilling  the  Great  Commission.  They  latei 
glimpse  of  God's  heart  —  and  a  Missouri  were  missing  missions.  reve 

church's  passion  for  missions  —  on  Feb.  21.  The  church  decided  to  adopt  five  Gre. 

Global  Missions  Day  brought  several  unreached  people  groups,  Marshall  said,  chui 
International  Mission  TOard  (IMB)  mis-  One  of  the  groups  the  church  was  assigned  was 
sionaries  to  the  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
campus  one  on  hearts: 

Jesus  across  me  world.  They 
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Commission,"  Marshall  said. 
"Missions  is  not  just  a  little  category 
[in]  what  you  are  to  do  in  life;  mis¬ 
sions  is  what  you  are  called  to  do." 

Reading  a  long  list  of  countries, 
Marshall  said  that  more  than  700 
people  in  Second  Church  went  on 
mission  trips  last  year  to  Papua  New 
Guinea,  Taiwan,  China,  Japan, 
Nepal,  India,  Africa,  Egypt,  Spain, 
Mexico,  Haiti,  and  several  areas  in 
the  United  States. 

"Five  years  ago  our  church  was 
doing  nothing,"  Marshall  said,  and 
now  the  chur^  has  agreed  to  work  in 
conjunction  with  the  IMB  to  take 


DTFOF  BSAXFZ  ZST  FMHT 


LTFZTAUML,  MKU  ZjUML 


MKU  CJA  TWTA 


STYATNF  ZSXAZTTK:  TXRSZ 


Clue:  R  =  C 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week’s  puzzle:  First  Peter  One: 
Twenty-Five. 
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